rROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST SESSION OF [HE
FOURTH MIZORAM STATE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY

SECOND SITTING ON WEDNESDAY, THE 9TH DECEMRBER, 1998
( Time: 10330 AM, to 1:00 P.M. and 2:00 #,M.tc 4:00 P,M)
PRESENT

#U R.LALAWIA, Spezker at the Chair, Fifteen Ministers and
24 Members were present

LIST OF BUSINESS

GOVERNOR 'S ADDRESS

1. HIS EXCELLENCY the Governor A.Padmanzban to address
the Hcuse

MOTION

LS

. YU SANGHMINGTHANGA H.r~UTU to move a Mction of Thanks
on the Address of the Governor,

SPEECH BY GOVERNOR : Hen'ble Specker and Hen'ble MomberTs
cf the House.

It is my pleasure znd privilege to
welcome you all to the Forst Session of the newly elected
Legislative Assembly of the State. The Council of Ministeirs
has assumed office ¢n 3rd Decembar 1998,

2, The just concluded General Eelecticn
in the State has provided beyond deoubt that Democracy has
taken deep roots in the State as in other purts of cur yreat
country. The electorate and the political yparties have

shown maturity and political consciousness of nigh order.

I must commend and congratulate the °rPolitical pParties, the
contestants and the people of Mizoram 3¢ a whole for this
pecae=flul, free and fair election. The voluntary organisations
like the YMA, MHIP and also Church organisatiocns equally de-
se#ve commendaticn and congratulation for their role in the
election, This event speaks volumes about the rich culture,
tradition and social conscicusness of the pecple of the Stace.
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We hgve seén newspaper reports saying that the Election
Commission had commended Mizcoram Stuate as the National

Model for the conduct of election in the cc cuntry., This
should make the people of Mizoram justifiably proud,

3. This satisfaction is, however, dompened by the
knowledge that the Government has to beyin its tenure with
severe financial urcklems. As you are aware, the year .

1998~99 starts with an opening deficit of Rs. 79.36 crores.
There was also a liability of Rs. 60,00 crores to mect the
costs of some completed works and schemws. In addition,
the State has availed of Speciul ways and means advancd
amcunting to Rs, 62,00 crores t¢ tide over the criticzl fi~
nancial problem in the early part of the current financial
year., After repaying Rs., 8,00 crores the Goveirument has

to clear the remaining Rs. 54,00 crores befocre the end of
March 1999,

4, The Planning Commission has approved an outlay of

Rs. 333.00 crores for the State for the current year, How-
ever, in order to aviil this fudl amount, the State has to
raise as much as Rs. 30.00 crores in addition to Rs, 76.00
crores from General Provident Fund contributions of Govern-—
ment sevvants, Further, the outlay includes locans amcunting
to Rs. 23,00 crores which can be availed of only after thb
relevant schemes are got approeved; as alsoc Rs, 10,00 crore
under Externally Aided Projects (EAP) which will become
available only after agéncics/Governments ocutside India
accept the projects proposed ~y the State Government, Till
date, 1t 1is estimated that about Rs, 100,00 crores had been
spent out of Plan Funds to meet unavoidable expenditure,

In the coming days, the Government has tc¢ continue to ne=t
essential expenditure, including salaries and wages of em -
ployees, office expenses and maintenance, After adjusting
ald these, the fund available now is seyerely limited and 1t
would be very difficult for my Government to initiate deve-
lopmental schemes, It is, therefore, desimable to utilise
the current year's fund only to streamline and consolidate
ti1e financial position of the State., My Govermment would
like to heal the financial wounds and begin with a clean
slate, which itself is a gigantic task.  The Centrzl Govern-
ment huve to be moved immediately to resolve the severe fi-
nancial prcblems in accordance with the provisions of the
Mizorar reace Accord, At the som@ time, the State has to
make sincere efforts towards Rescurcc Mobiiisition. However,
due to the grinding povertv of the people, tre Government
cannut ¢xpect meaningful contributions from trem and there-
fore it becomes imperative for the Government to fdentify ..
new ways of raising rescurces, Towards this ernd, il Lecomes
necessary to introduce new eccnomic system in the State.

The system of total dependence upon the Central Government
has tc give way to a system in which the items produced ana
manufactured within Mizoram should be the mainstay of the
economy by providing more remunerative wrices for these
products, My Government will make necessary budgetqry pro-
visions to meet the genuine requirement to make the new

jo -
-oc-"/'



-8 =

system a success, . The assistance and ccoyvr*ticn of the
Central Government and Governments of fcereign countries
will be sought to.ut@lise fully the apunciant potential
available in Mizoram and to usher in an era of trade and
commerce

5. Self-sufficiency in food is one of tho most impox-
tant dSpeCtS of development and my Government will pursue
this as one of its mcst basic items on the ¢ .
ram has the potential for creating firty Lg%
thousand hcvtares of Wet Rice Cultivation. o translate
this potential into reality, mechanisaticn involving use

of approgrlat equipments like Bulldeozers, Tractors etc.,
by the farmers would be necessary. My Government will give
full suogort to help the farmers in this dircction. Othor
sgctors of Agriculture including Horticulture and Veteri-
nary, would also be given maximum support to zchieve the
objective of self-sufficiency in food,
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O Self~sufficiency in Power Supply 1s alsc ancthen

area of priority for my Government., To achieve this desired
objective, emphasis will be shifted frcm Mini Hydel fro--.
jects and all-out efforts would be made to accelerate the
BaiBabi Hydel Project., To meet the Power reguire meltb of
the people during the implementation of tne noirabi eo ject,
- alternative socurces of energy would be explox on urgen”
basis. We wild countinue tec move the Central Government for
successful implementation of the Bairabi Hydel Jroject. IF
necessary, even Governments of foreign countriss will be
approached for this purpose,

7o My Government alsc attaches great importance <o poli-
tical and administrative referms. This agénua includes fight
against corruption, review of the salaries anc facilitics of
Government employees and transparency in functioning of i
Government, The vexed problem of foreigners in Mizoram a
their repatriation to their homeland woulid continue to re-
ceive the close attention of the Government, With 2 view to
providing care for persons affected by drug ~ddickion and
alcoholism, the Government would take steps to construct
Shelters on an emcrgency footing if necessary,

3OO

8. Some of the provisions of the Mizorzm Peace Accord
have already been implémented, My Government will take
suitable steps to implement the provisions not yet implemen-—
ted, in consultation with the uentral Government, I am sure
your collective endeavour and wisdom will ensure clean and
efficient administration for the State which is crucial for
orderly and quick socio—economic d@velopment of Mizoram. I
earnestly appeal tc all to work together with unity and
goodwill, in order to maintain and strengthen rfeace, Harmonv
and Progress, giving benefits tc all sections of people in
the State. I am confident that Mizoram will socon be the
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beacon-light and tcrch-bearer in the country, My hearty
felicitations and best wishes to you and the people of
Mizoram. May your deliberations be fruithful and successful,

Ka lawn e,

JAI HIND.

S PEAKER L Tunah, kan Governor zahawm tak
- o in a address na copy kha sem
misela, Motion of thanks move
turin Pu -Sanghmingthanga H.
Pauty, i lo sawm ang.

PU SANGHMING THANGA H.PAUTU ¢ Motion of thanks, on the Gover-
nor's address as follow -
"That the Members of Mizoram
Assembly in this Session are
deeply grateful to the Governor, for the address which he
has becen pleased to deliver to this Assembly, on 9th Dec.,
1698.

S ZE AKER : Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business Mizoram Assembly,
i8. anyin second tu an
awm em ?

PU LALTHANKUNGA : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I do
‘ second the Motion, thank you,

S P EAKER

ae

Tunah- chuan Governor te nena
f thlalakna pawn .2ah sawn kan neil
- anga, chumi zawhah refreshment
kan nei zui nghal anga., Vawiinalh
kan session chu adjourned ani anga, Naktuk dar 10:30 A.M,
Governor Address hi sawi ho na kan nei leh zang.
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